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In Australia, the deep-water (bathyal and abyssal) benthic invertebrate fauna is poorly 
known in comparison with that of  shallow (subtidal and shelf) habitats. Benthic fauna 
from the deep eastern Australian margin was sampled systematically for the first time 
during 2017 RV ‘Investigator’ voyage ‘Sampling the Abyss’. Box core, Brenke sledge, 
and beam trawl samples were collected at one-degree intervals from Tasmania, 42°S, to 
southern Queensland, 24°S, from 900 to 4800 m depth. Annelids collected were identi-
fied by taxonomic experts on individual families around the world. A complete list of  all 
identified species is presented, accompanied with brief  morphological diagnoses, taxo-
nomic remarks, and colour images. A total of  more than 6000 annelid specimens con-
sisting of  50 families (47 Polychaeta, one Echiura, two Sipuncula) and 214 species were 
recovered. Twenty-seven species were given valid names, 45 were assigned the qualifier 
cf., 87 the qualifier sp., and 55 species were considered new to science. Geographical 
ranges of  16 morphospecies extended along the eastern Australian margin to the Great 
Australian Bight, South Australia; however, these ranges need to be confirmed with ge-
netic data. This work providing critical baseline biodiversity data on an important group 
of  benthic invertebrates from a virtually unknown region of  the world’s ocean will act as 
a springboard for future taxonomic and biogeographic studies in the area.

Melinnopsis Gunton et al., spp. nov.
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